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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Perhaps you’re tired of hearing 
that by now, but April 1 is also 
the beginning of another new 
year. The B.P.O.E.’s fiscal year 
ends March 31. Your dues for 
2023-2024 should be paid by 
April 1, otherwise you are 
considered delinquent. 
(Delinquent members cannot 
use the facilities of the 
clubhouse, participate in 
meetings, hold office or serve 
on committees.) If you have 
not done so already, please send us your check or use your credit 
or debit card to pay online: http://search.revopay.com/elkslodge 
(There is also a link on our website.) 

If you did not pay your dues for 2022-2023, you will be dropped 
from membership on March 31. There is a 60-day grace period 
for you to become current, but after that, you will have to submit 
an application for reinstatement if you wish to join our Lodge or 
any other Lodge in the future. If you have any questions, please 
contact the Secretary: secretary@madisonelkslodge.org 

We will begin to mail new membership and key cards to paid 
members on March 15. Beginning on April 5 your yellow key 
cards will no longer admit you into the clubhouse (the key cards 
for 2023-2024 are blue).  

If you are the widow or widower of a deceased member of our 
Lodge, you will receive an id card in the mail this month. 
Enclosed will be a letter explaining how you can also receive a 
key card or a printed copy of the Elkliner (fees apply) if you so 
choose. All widows and widowers are entitled to receive the 
Elkliner electronically free of charge, but make sure the Secretary 
has your current email address.  

COMING EVENTS 

On Saturday, March 4th VO5 returns to the Lodge. We are 
happy to report this event on the lower level is sold out! A much 
anticipated evening for many, the band will perform from 8:30 
p.m. until midnight. We will offer a complete selection of drinks 
for purchase at the downstairs bar and the dining room upstairs 
will feature a special pre-dance buffet. 

The Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Raffle returns on 
Saturday, March 18th. This is our major fundraiser held only 
once a year. Its success depends upon your generosity. Please 
come to the dinner and bring your family and friends. The 
spaghetti dinner is open to the public and this is a great 
opportunity to introduce the Madison Elks Lodge to others in the 
community. 

OFFICERS 

Exalted Ruler Bridget Esser 

Leading Knight Don Geier 

Loyal Knight Mike Verveer 

Lecturing Knight Scott McDonell 

Secretary Dan Curd 

Treasurer Scott Thornton 

Esquire Patrick Fitzpatrick 

Chaplain Laura MacIsaac 

Tiler Christopher Klinge 

Inner Guard Geoff Gaston 

Organist Lois Hoornstra 

TRUSTEES 

1 Year Lance Lattimer  

2 Year  Zack Henderson 

3 Year Tom Lyons 

4 Year Michelle Braithwaite 

5 Year Kristopher Steege-

Reimann 

Membership meetings held on the 

2nd Wednesday of the month and 

also the 4th Wednesday in 

February, March, and April. 

 

 
 

ELKLINER 

Editor Dan Curd 

Photographer John Lorimer 

If you would like to submit 

something for publication or 

place an advertisement, 

please email:  

secretary@madisonelkslodge.org 
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You should have received raffle tickets in the mail that we 
hope you will consider purchasing. If you did not receive 
them or would like more, they are also available for sale at 
the bar and at the dinner. Raffle ticket sales generates 
nearly all the revenue we make from this event – we 
intentionally keep the price of the food low so everyone 
can enjoy it.  

We also need volunteers. We only have limited staff 
working that night to reduce our overhead. Please 
consider volunteering for one of the two-hour shifts before 
and during the dinner, either via the e-mail we sent you or 
the sign-up sheet at the bar.  

Dinner will be served between 4 and 8 p.m. (there are no 
reservations or carry outs). We will feature homemade 
spaghetti and meatballs (or an Italian sausage or plant-
based sausage) with salad and garlic bread for $12 or $6 
for Children (ages 6 to 12). The raffle drawing will be at 8 
p.m., but you do not have to be present to win. The bar will 
remain open until 10 p.m. With your help, we look forward 
to another successful and fun Spaghetti Dinner! 

In March the bar will have extended hours for March 
Madness on March 16 and 17. It will open at 11 a.m. and 
popcorn and pizza will be available. On March 17, St. 
Patrick’s Day, we will also celebrate the holiday in an 
appropriate fashion. Our ongoing monthly event, Music 
Bingo (every 3rd Wednesday) is on March 15 from 6 to 8 
p.m. in the Bar. Euchre is on Wednesday March 8 and 22 
beginning at 5:30 p.m., and also on Saturday, March 11 
beginning at 3 p.m.  

Our dining room specials are Taco Night on Wednesday, 
2-4-1 Burgers on Thursday, Fish Fry on Friday and Prime 
Rib on Saturday. Look for a new menu coming soon! 

  

Buy Raffle Tickets at the Bar!   



     P.E.R. ASSOCIATION 

  Chairman Richard Olson (2015-2017) 

  Secretary Sherie Sasso (2019-2020) 

  Treasurer Lynn Aspinwall (2017-2019) 

  ACTIVE MEMBERS 

  Kevin Pohlkamp (1989-1990) 

  Jim Mueller (1990-1991) 

  Ed Ledwidge (1994-1996) 

  Chuck Hoornstra (1995-1996, 2001-2002) 

  Kristi Barbian (2011-2013) 

  Steve Sasso (2013-2015) 

  LADIES AUXILIARY 

  President LaVerne Schwengel 

  Past President Gloria Simley 

  Vice President Donna Campanelli 

  Secretary Jeanette May 

  Treasurer Helen Duncan 

  BOARD MEMBERS 

  Ann Bailey   

  Carol Rohde 

 

 

 

  

 



POSTCARD FROM THE PAST 

At the end of the 19th century, wealthy tourists from points 
south sought a respite from the summer’s heat at Waukesha’s 
many resort hotels. They came from across the country and 
many belonged to the B.P.O.E. in their hometowns. 

One of the frequent visitors was Basil M. Allen, a lawyer from 
Alabama and Grand Exalted Ruler of the Elks. His enthusiasm 
for the organization spurred men in Waukesha to form a 
Lodge there. As they put together their application for a 
charter they realized that “No. 400” would soon be given to 
some Lodge. At the time the number 400 was associated with 
the cream of New York society led by Caroline Schermerhorn 
Astor, wife of businessman, racehorse breeder and yachtsman 
William Backhouse Astor, Jr. Those in Waukesha thought 
having this number would offer great appeal so they applied 

to the Grand Lodge for a dispensation to become B.P.O.E. Lodge #400. 

Waukesha received its charter on December 8, 1897, but the number 400 was not assigned to them until May 12, 1898. 
The first meetings took place at the Fountain Spring House, a hotel owned by Chicago millionaire Matthew Laflin. Soon 
the Lodge moved to quarters on the third floor of the Putney Building on Main Street which would remain its home until 
1906. That year, needing larger quarters it moved to another rented location. It wasn’t until December 24, 1913, that the 
Waukesha Elks bought their first permanent clubhouse, a large home at the northeast corner of Wisconsin Avenue and 
Clinton Street. It was purchased for $9,500 cash from Mr. and Mrs. Frank T. Stare. Mr. Stare had owned the Waukesha 
Canning Company, which went into receivership and failed in 1911. In 1924 the membership approved the expenditure 
of $50,000 to expand and improve the facility.  

By the 1960s the old building was starting to show its age and required many repairs. Between 1967 and 1968 the 
members decided to build a new clubhouse. While the old structure was being razed, a fire accidentally broke out and it 
burnt to the ground. Property was purchased at 2301 Springdale Road and construction of a modern, two-story edifice 
soon followed. This location remains the home of Waukesha Elks #400 to this day. 

 

Edward William Dowdle 

Ed Dowdle was born on June 29, 1899, in Madison, South Dakota, the son of 
Edward Dowdle and Anna Tireney. His father worked for the railroad and the 
family moved to Dane County sometime before the elder Dowdle died in 1909. 
After graduating from high school, Ed took a job as a machinist, but would go on 
to work at the Madison post office for 45 years. On September 11, 1925, he 
married Josephine Loretta “Jo” Reilly at St Patrick’s Church in Madison. The 
couple would make their home at 513 Elmside Blvd., next to Elmside Circle Park. 
They had two children, a 
daughter Phyllis and a son 
Edward William, Jr. Besides 
being Exalted Ruler of the 
Madison Elks Lodge, E. W. 
Dowdle was active in the 
Knights of Columbus and a 
member of the congregation 
of St. Bernard’s Church. 
After his retirement from 
the post office, he served as 
a messenger in the State 
Senate for 10 years. Edward 

William Dowdle, Sr., died on November 17, 1976. His 
wife lived to be 101 years old and died on October 31, 
2004. They are buried with their daughter in Madison’s 
Resurrection Cemetery. 

 

 1899 - 1976 

Exalted Ruler 
1932 – 1933 

Madison Elks Lodge honors Past Exalted Rulers on March 
16, 1959. Left to right: John Nordby, William Ragatz, 
Charles Russell and Ed Dowdle. 



MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

As of March 1, 2023, we have 741 members, 39 of whom are delinquent, and have 22 candidates for 
membership. This puts us on track to begin the new fiscal year on April 1, 2023, with 700+ members, our goal 
for the year. By comparison, on April 1, 2022, we had 667 members. This will be the first time in three years 
that we began the new fiscal year with 700 or more members. This past year we lost 26 members, 22 due to 
death and two who transferred to other Lodges. We currently have 137 Lifetime Members (those who have 
been members 30 years or more). Women make up 26% of our membership. The average age of our members 
is 65.4 years (69.9 in 2021). Approximately half of our members to date have paid their dues for 2023-2024. 

We have initiated 81 new members so far this year and 4 members have been reinstated. We will have one 
more initiation on March 22nd. In the year 2023-2024 
the following members proposed candidates for 
membership:  

 ER Bridget Esser, 12 candidates 

 Secretary Dan Curd, 12 candidates 

 Trustee Lance Lattimer, 11 candidates 

 Katherine Davey, 4 candidates 

 Trustee Zachary Henderson 3 candidates 

 Renée Lauber, 2 candidates 

 Gabriella O’Brien, 2 candidates 

 Sally Jo Spaeni, 2 candidates 

 Treasurer Scott Thornton, 2 candidates 

 Patrick H E Arthurs, 1 candidate 

 Clare Bauer, 1 candidate 

 Betsy Bazur-Leidy, 1 candidate 

 James Berkenstadt, 1 candidate 

 Blaise Besant, 1 candidate 

 Catherine Birkholz, 1 candidate 

 David Bohl, 1 candidate 

 Kathleen J Conn, 1 candidate 

 David Degenhardt, 1 candidate 

 Inner Guard Geoff Gaston, 1 candidate 

 Denise Holmes, 1 candidate 

 Brian Jarecki, 1 candidate 

 Tiler Christopher Klinge, 1 candidate 

 Anita Krasno, 1 candidate 

 Mark Lamers, 1 candidate  
 Jeff Madson, 1 candidate 

 John M Moore, 1 candidate 

 Carol A Ripp, 1 candidate 

 Heidi Schaefer, 1 candidate 

 Samia Shalabi, 1 candidate 

 Tamim Sifri, 1 candidate 

 James H Soderholm, 1 candidate 

 Trustee Kristopher Steege-Reimann, 1 candidate 

 Linda Strassman, 1 candidate 

 Rick Symdon, 1 candidate 

 Steve Thiel, 1 candidate 

 Kelly Thompson, 1 candidate 

 Thomas G Thompson, 1 candidate 

 Sharon Twing, 1 candidate 

 Michael Vilbrandt, 1 candidate 

 Chad Whiteside, 1 candidate 

 Roger L Wright, 1 candidate 

 

 



MARCH BIRTHDAYS  

1 James Boll, Daniel Leetz  

2 Scott Arndt, Russell Christian, Stephen Machotka, 

Douglas Swank  

3 June Dalton, Aaron Frank, Diane Milligan,                    

John Speropulos 

4 Rico Sabatini, Ray Wojtak 

5 Fritz Carstens, Tim Geier, Andrew Johnson,                

David Johnson, Steven Westphal 

6 Cathy Coyle 

7 William Flesch, J. Michael True 

8 James Bachmann, Anthony Pullara, J. Shannon Riley, 

Verne Vlack 

9 Charles Deadman, Jr.; Daniel Drye 

11 James Henley, Jeffrey Kingston, Brent Ruhland  

13 Daniel Kelly  

14 Kevin Karpelenia 

15 Marilee Gardner, Jon Jenson, Kiefer Kleinschmidt,       

John Smail 

16 John Yogerst  

17 Lauren Taylor, Erin Wiedemann  

18 Debra Oswald, Steve Thiel 

19 Charles Deadman, Michael Steffen, Arthur Taggart  

21 Michelle Herring, Leanne Tyska 

22 Kimberly Wolf  

23 Greg Bonnes 

24 Ronald Ryan  

25 John Gransee, John Sommers  

27 Chad Basche, Richard Christenson, Roy Swenson 

29 Charles Baumann, Donald John, Dan Nardi  

30 Daniel Clarke, William Jones 

31 James Marcks, Ryan Neerland, Louise Oasen  

 

  

 

 

 



MAR2023 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 
   Lodge Meeting, 

Lower Level, 
7 p.m., 
(rescheduled from 
February 22) 
.  

 

  VO5, 
8:30 p.m. – 
Midnight, 
Lower Level 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
   Lodge Meeting, 

Lower Level, 
7 p.m./ 

Euchre, Wis. Rm. 
5:30 p.m.  

 

 Lois at the 
Piano, 
Dining Room 

 

Euchre, 
3 p.m. 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Daylight Saving 
Time begins 

  Music Bingo,  
Bar,  
6 – 8 p.m. 

March Madness, 
Bar,  
11 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

St. Patrick’s 
Day/ March 
Madness, Bar,  
11 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

Spaghetti 
Dinner, 
4 – 8 p.m.,  
Main Level 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 Spring begins  Lodge Meeting, 

Lower Level, 
7 p.m./ 

Euchre, Wis. Rm. 
5:30 p.m.  

 

 Lois at the 
Piano, 
Dining Room 

 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 
      New Fiscal Year 

begins 

   
 

Spaghetti 
Dinner 2022 
Fun 



  

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEE YOU AT THE LODGE 

The office is open Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m., or by appointment. Email: 
office@madisonelkslodge.org. The Bar is open Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. until 3 p.m., and Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 4:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. The bar will open at 11 a.m. on March 16 and 17 for March 
Madness. The Dining Room is open Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. and Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. For reservations or carryout, please call 608-255-1644 ext. 1.  

MADISON ELKS LODGE #410 
711 Jenifer Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
 
madisonelkslodge.org 
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