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A MESSAGE FROM THE ER  

Happy Fourth of July everyone! And, Happy 250th 
Birthday America! Our Elks Lodge is hosting a 
party on our back lawn on the 4th starting at 5:30 p.m. We will be grilling 
brats, burgers and chicken and selling beer and wine from our amazing 
outdoor bar. There will be lawn games and a DJ to provide the music. 
There are still volunteer slots available. Look for This Week at The Lodge 
in your email and find the link to volunteer.  

While you’re there, look for other 
volunteer opportunities! A big event 
coming up on July 18 is Elks Day at the 
Mallards. Our State President, Manny 
Salinas, will be throwing out the first 
pitch and there will be many other 
Wisconsin Elks Association (WEA) 
members there. We will have a block of 
seats so we can all socialize together. 
We’ll also have a booth with a fun game 
for families to interact with us. Of 
course, we’ll sell 50/50 raffle tickets, 
too. We need volunteers to staff the 
booth and sell the raffle tickets. Tickets 
to the game are $16 each, with $8 going 
back to our Lodge. We would also like 
you to purchase a ticket (or two or 10) 
for a veteran to attend the game. Last 
year we were able to invite 55 veterans to the game! “This Week at the 
Lodge” also has links to sign up to volunteer and purchase tickets. Let’s 
make this a special night for our WEA) VIPs! 

Each year, we hold a Capital Campaign to fund a major Lodge purchase. 
Last year, your support helped us buy new plates, flatware, and 
accessories that made the dining room look great – except for the floor. 
Our carpeting has, sadly, reached the end of its life. We have set a goal of 
$30,000 to replace it. Yes, that’s a lot of money, but every tax-deductible 
dollar helps. You can make your donations to the Elks 410 Foundation. 
Again, all donations are tax-deductible! 

I’ve mentioned This Week at the Lodge twice in this message. I’m going to 
mention it again. This email contains all kinds of events coming up at the 
Lodge, including the Chef’s special for the week. It also includes links to 
volunteer to help at our events. We found we still must send separate 
SignUpGenius emails for each specific event. We just weren’t getting 
enough volunteers using only This Week at the Lodge. So, I apologize for 
the number of emails we send, but we do our best to keep them as few as 
possible.  
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Our Banquet Manager, Kaycie, has booked several 
weddings and parties at the Lodge this summer. 
Please remember to respect the people who have 
paid to use our lovely facility!  

I was the officer at the Lodge door last Friday night. 
We had a nice crowd for our fish fry. As people left, I 
asked how their meal was, and didn’t hear a single 
complaint. The food has definitely improved over the 
last several months. If you haven’t eaten there 
recently, please give us another try. 

See you at the Lodge! 

Sherie Sasso

MEMBERSHIP COMMI TTE E 
By Judi Trampf 

The Membership Committee has been busy getting 
the word out about how great it is to be an Elk. Ritt 
Deitz made an uplifting and interesting 
announcement to bring people into our booth at the  
Marquette Waterfront Festival. More exposure was 
gained at Make Music Madison when the Elks hosted  
Charkari Daezhare in our backyard on Father’s Day. 
We will also have a booth at Fête de Marquette, July 
9-12 and need volunteers. 

We have created a half-page information sheet with a schedule of upcoming events people might want to attend 
if they’re contemplating membership. And, if you have friends, neighbors, and colleagues you’d like to impress, 
please bring them into the Lodge during one of our fine events. The Membership and Entertainment Committee 
will host a New Member Night on July 2, at 6:00 p.m. If you’re new to the Lodge come and meet fellow members 
and learn more about your Lodge. 

If you have thought about what you like about the Elks, or ideas on how we can share our Lodge with others in the 
community, we’re looking for you to join our Membership Committee. We need more ideas and people like you to 
help us come up with ways to spread information about the organization. Join our committee. We meet on the 
first Wednesday of the month, at 5:00 p.m. in the bar. Ideas are needed and welcomed. The committee’s job is to 
come up with ways to market our Lodge to protentional members. Please join us. 

Don’t forget that our goal is to have 800 members by March 31, 2027. We are well on our way, please keep up the 
good work! 

AUXILIARY  
The Madison Elks Auxiliary would like to invite all the significant others of members to join. Our annual dues are 
$25.00. The Auxiliary hosts one fundraising event each year which will be held this year on September 12th. 
Back 40 will be the headliner at our 3rd Annual Country Western Night. Raffle tickets are on sale now for $50 
each and can be purchased from Michelle Braithwaite and LaVerne Schwengel. There will only be 150 tickets 
sold. Prizes are: one $2,000 winner, one $500 winner and eight $75 winners. You do not need to be present at 
the September 12th drawing to win. The money raised goes to Camp Wawbeek (Wisconsin Elks Association 
State Major Project), additional student scholarships, and the Veteran’s committee. We also sponsor all the 
beautiful flowers on the grounds of the Lodge. Please consider joining the auxiliary. (An application form is 
included at the end of the Elkliner.) 

 

 
 



 
  
 
POSTCARD FROM THE PAST  

Milwaukee Lodge #46 is the oldest in the state and the 46th 
established in the country, founded in May 1886. Built in 1925, 
its second clubhouse (pictured) was razed in 1971 to make way 
for the new Northwestern Mutual tower. Deemed the “Wonder 
Lodge,” It was one of the largest in all Elkdom. It boasted many 
amenities including bowling alleys on the fourth floor, an 
Olympic-size pool in the basement (Johnny Weismuller 
reportedly set a record there in 1935), as well as a sauna, 
steam room, gym, and tennis and handball courts. Guests 
could avail themselves of two floors of guest rooms, a billiards 
room, a giant sixth-floor Lodge Hall that could accommodate 
600 diners and boasted a Wurlitzer pipe organ, as well as the 
Harbor Room restaurant on the fourth floor. Today the 
Milwaukee Elks are located at 5555 Good Hope Road. 

GEORGE B. BURROWS  

George Baxter Burrows was born on October 20, 1832, in Springfield, Vermont, the 
son of Rev. and Mrs. Baxter Burrows. His father was a minister in the Free Will Baptist 
Church and a staunch abolitionist. At age 21, George left Vermont for New York City 
to pursue a business career. In 1857, he married Alma Thompson, the daughter of 
Daniel P. Thompson, a judge and prominent attorney. A year later, the couple moved 
to Sauk City, Wisconsin where he was employed as a banker. In 1865 the 33-year-old 
Burrows bought James Richardson’s established real estate business in Madison. He 
would eventually expand the business into a statewide enterprise. 
What motivated George Burrows most was civic service. He was a member of the 
State Senate from 1878 until 1882 and again in 1888 when he served as President Pro 
Tem. In 1895 he represented Madison in the State Assembly and served as Speaker of 
the body. 
What most endeared Burrows for many was establishing the first real theatre in 
Madison. Despite a past effort to build an opera house, in 1870 the community still 
lacked any venue for serious dramatic or musical performances. The rising young 
real estate broker persuaded a well-known Chicago theater owner to open what 
would become the Hooley Opera House. For the first time, the best touring companies 
came to the city. Located just off the Capitol Square on South Pinckney Street, it was 
named after Hooley’s Theater in Chicago. 

As a real estate developer, Burrows recognized the rapidly growing city’s need for green space and parkland. 
Begun informally in 1892 and incorporated in 1894, the Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association raised 
private funds to develop and maintain scenic drives and parks in and around Madison. Burrows would be an 
active member of the organization for the rest of his life. Many of the beaches, hiking trails, and natural escapes 
that Madison’s visitors and residents enjoy today exist because of the generosity of 19th-century citizens like 
George who donated their time, territory, and financial support to this cause. (The association would act as the 
city’s unofficial parks department until 1931.)  
On May 3, 1901, George B. Burrow was initiated into the B.P.O.E. at Madison Lodge #410. He was elected Exalted 
Ruler from 1903 until 1904. In his obituary published in the Wisconsin State Journal, it writes, “His lodge record 
has been one of activity and usefulness and his membership work and zeal have added materially to the 
advancement and growth of the Madison Lodge.” 
After George died on February 26, 1909, his will bequeathed his 12-acre estate, with 550 feet of Lake Mendota 
shoreline then valued at $15,000 to the Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association. Located adjacent to the 
village of Maple Bluff, it is now Burrows Park. George and his wife Alma are buried together in Madison’s Forest 
Hill Cemetery. 
 
         

 

1832 – 1909 

Exalted Ruler 

1903- 1904 



B

P.E.R. ASSOCIATION  

 Chairman Richard Olson (2015-2017)  

  Secretary Sherie Sasso (2019-2020)  
  Treasurer Lynn Aspinwall (2017-2019) 

  ACTIVE MEMBERS 
  Kevin Pohlkamp (1989-1990) 

  Jim Mueller (1990-1991) 

  Ed Ledwidge (1994-1995) 

  Chuck Hoornstra (1995-1996, 2001-2002) 

  Kristi Barbian (2011-2013) 

  Steve Sasso (2013-2015) 

AUXILIARY 

  President LaVerne Schwengel 

  Past President Gloria Simley 

  Vice President Donna Campanelli  

  Secretary Jeanette May 

  Treasurer Michelle Braithwaite 

  BOARD MEMBERS 
  Ann Bailey 

  Carol Rohde 

 

 

 

2



BUILDING & GROUNDS  
By Jim Schuessler

 A big thanks goes out to volunteers who helped move furniture off and back on our carpet in June to allow our 
carpet to be professionally cleaned. The following Lodge members pitched in: Sharon Speerschneider, Dan 
Speerschneider, Peggy Moore, Carol Trone, Bryan Siltman, Tom Lienhardt, Steve Kraus, Diane Kraus, Metthew 

Wellentin, Ed Kinney, 
Tom Meylor, Jeff 
Wenzel, and Eric 
Schultz. Many hands 
made for light work! 

Thanks also go out to 
Lodge member Lynn 
Lee who transformed 
the former office at the 
bottom of the stairs 
into a Green Room, a 
private space for our 
banquet guests to use 
as they please. We 
have long needed such 
a space and have 
already received great 
reviews from our 
banquet clients about 
how helpful it is for 
them to have this 
space. 

Our pier got a minor 
upgrade this past month. We added cleats, solar lights, and makeshift bumpers made from pool noodles. We’d 
received several reports that our pier could use a few upgrades. We hope these improvements will encourage 
more boaters to visit the Lodge, especially for Sunday brunch. 

In last month’s Elkliner, we announced that the Lodge board has selected new dining room carpet as our 2026-
2027 fundraising goal of $30,000. We’ve already raised 5% of that goal! Please consider making a tax-deductible 
donation to Elks 410 Foundation and put “carpet” on the memo line.  

Finally, I’d like to remind everyone that we still have space 
available on our kayak rack at a cost of $135 per year on a first 
come, first served basis. Summer is here and it’s time to get 
paddling! If you’d like to reserve a spot, please email 
office@madisonelkslodge.org.  

If you’d like to get involved with our building and grounds 
projects, please reach out to me. It’s a great way to build new 
friendships within the lodge and there is a certain satisfaction 
that comes with making our Lodge a nicer place for all to enjoy.  

Our Building and Grounds Committee is focused on saving costs 
and improving our Lodge for our members and guests. For more 
information, contact Jim Schuessler at 
jschuessler@starkhomes.com or call or text at (608) 445-0766. 

 

. 
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ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE  
By Samantha Linden and Allison Cooley 

Summertime at the Lodge is delightful! The back lawn is shady and cool in the evenings – a perfect place to enjoy 
music on Thursday or to sit and enjoy the lake after dinner Friday. Or, if you prefer, boat on over on a sunny 
Sunday for brunch. If you don’t have access to a boat, you can swing by on Sunday, July 19 during our usual 
brunch time (9 a.m. to 1 p.m.) to enjoy a pontoon boat ride.   

Rides will be given during two outings, 9:15 a.m. to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. The cost is $5 each for 
members and their immediate family members and $10 each for nonmembers. We encourage you to enjoy our 
outstanding brunch either before or after your ride. Reservations with the dining room are not required but 
strongly encouraged.  

Our nation’s 250th birthday party is almost here. Celebrate the July 4th with your fellow Elks and their guests 
with a family-friendly event featuring picnic fare and beverages for purchase, lawn games and a live DJ starting 
at 5:30 p.m. This event is completely volunteer-run so our staff can enjoy their holiday, so we need your help to 
make it a success. Click HERE to see opportunities to help out. 

On Wednesday, July 8 the upstairs bar area will become a dance floor as we present Cajun and Zydeco dance 
lessons from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Hosted by Louisiana Dance Roots in partnership with the Fête de Marquette music 
festival, this event is free for members and $25 for guests. You can register HERE.  

As mentioned, Thursday nights are a great time to enjoy our fabulous lakeside location while listening to some 
great local music with your fellow Elks and guests (hopefully future Elks!). Tasty lakeside fare and beverages are 
served by our friendly and talented staff and kitchen crew beginning at 4:30 p.m. with music starting at 5:30 p.m. 
most Thursdays. July 2 is our monthly Irish fiddle jam. The following week we feature a new group, Off The Vine, 
on July 9. Perennial favorite Back 40 returns on July 16 with a mix of country and rock classics. Crowd pleaser 
Psychoswank returns July 23, and we wrap up the month with karaoke on July 30.  

Our webmaster is hard at work making our website more user-friendly and functional. The biggest change he’s 
made recently is that all the upcoming events are listed right at the bottom of the homepage, making it easier for 
users to see what’s coming up at the Lodge. Take a look HERE and link to our website so you’re only a click away 
from finding a way to engage with your Lodge and fellow Elks. 

We are beginning to book music for the fall and winter season. If you know of a group that would be a good fit for 
Thursday evenings in the bar area or for Sunday brunch in the dining room, please send your recommendations 
to treasurer@madisonelkslodge.org. We welcome suggestions and look forward to hearing about local talent 
that our members and guests would enjoy. 

The Elks Lodge is looking for volunteers to help lead some of our favorite events. It’s a great way to get involved 
and shape the Lodge experience! Work with Entertainment Committee members to help bring events to life by 
assisting with initial planning, reviewing publicity, organizing volunteers, tracking the budget, and being present 
for set up and teardown. Upcoming events that need a lead include Name That Tune (Music Bingo) the third 
Thursday of the month, and Easter Brunch, March 28, 2027. Please contact Allison Cooley alliecool1@gmail.com 
or Samantha Linden, samantha.linden20@gmail.com if you are interested in leading an event.  

As always, we want to sincerely thank all those who volunteered in May and June: Audrey Martino, Ben Hobbins, 
Bob Batyko, Bryan Siltman, Carole Trone, Charles Duncan, Chauncey Hunker, Christopher Klinge, Dan Curd, 
Dan Speerschneider, Deven McGlenn, Diane Kraus, Dianne Milligan, Don Geier, Don Kornetzke, Donald & 
Shirley Shillinglaw, Donna Campanelli, Doug Christenson, Ed Kinney, Eric Schultz, Fred Kinney, Geoff Gaston, 
Heidi Herziger, Jan Schneider, Jeff Wenzel Jim Schuessler, John Lorimer, John Skillrud, Joyce Rolnick, Judi 
Trampf, June Bokovitz, Karen Bosold, Kathleen Peterson, Kathy Unger, Katy Heyning, Kris Gordon, Kristi Herritz, 
Larry Jensen, LaVerne Schwengel, Leigh Meier, Lindsey Lee, Laura MacIsaac, Lois Hoornstra, Lu Vail, Lynn Lee, 
Margaret Elvekrog, Marilyn Kinney, Mary Bach, Matthew Wellentin, Michelle Braithwaite, Mike Schmidtke, Mike 
Skala, Mike Verveer, Mills Botham, Paddy Fitzpatrick, Paul Abramson, Peggy Moore, Philip and Lisa Gilbertson, 
Renée Lauber, Richard & Linda Olson, Ritt Deitz, Robin Beal, Samantha Linden, Sharon Speerschneider, Sherie 
Sasso, Stephen Kraus, Tim Bechtold, Todd Madaus, Tom Lienhardt, and Tom Meylor. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48A4AB2AA4F4CF8-64511155-independence#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd35XUymKrEmyTZvYtwLIev06YtKcCmsT5OWuyEJ2Uz3KE3yA/viewform
https://www.madisonelkslodge.org/
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JU LY  BIRTHDAYS  

Claim your free birthday drink at the bar during tour 
birthday week. 

1 Burt Dehaven, Thomas Lienhardt, Chad Mietz,            
Paul Murphy  

2 Gary Anderson, Daniel Finley, Marc Winer  

3 Mills Botham   

4 Craig Marvin, Henry Simon   

6 Jeffrey Krajco, Thomas Marlin, John Van Dorsten, 
Phillip Vorlander   

7 Edward Downs, Lew Posekany 

8 Paul Scott 

9 Dennis Fedele, Mark Lamers, Ed Ledwidge  

10 Dick Seiberlich   

12 Glen Hermanson  

13 Mitchell Blazek, Pauline Krebs, Julie Pfluger,             
Jody Rasmussen   

14 Daniel Grap  

16 Collin Driscoll, Helen Kennebeck, Jim Schuessler 

  

17 Lynn Baltz, Steven Borquist, Ben Hager,                 
Thomas Jacobs, Todd Madaus, Jill Minshall, 
Robert Nicholas, Leanne Puglielli, Tim Umland, 
Jen Virnig  

18 Allison Cooley, Tom Flesch, David Gotzion,            
Cyntia Opsal, Amy Peck  

20 Robert Gorsuch, Susan Herber, Jane McDermott 

22 Scott Alford, Ann Braithwaite, Frederick Campbell, 
Kaycie Strobl  

23 Michael McManamy, James Oasen  

24 Philip Doll, John Roberts   

25 George Gilkey, Stephen Root  

26 Donald Annen, Thomas Schmidt  

27 Jatinder Cheema, Rick Olson  

28 Gary Hahn, Jim Silver  

29 Alice O'Mahar, Daniel Speerschneider  

30 Joseph Verstegen   

31 Charles Duncan  

 

WELK OME NEW MEMBERS

Robert Batyko. Joan Bernstein, Beth Cheramy, David Lynch, Thomas Marlin, Salli Martyniak, Tom Meylor, Kathleen McNeil, 
Ann O’Brien, Giuseppe Pipitone, & Luke Wolff

 



SEE YOU AT THE LODGE  

The office is open Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m., or by appointment. Email: 
office@madisonelkslodge.org. The bar is open Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 4:30 p.m. until 
10 p.m. The Dining Room is open Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. Sunday 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m. for brunch.  

BANQUETS & PRIVATE  EVENTS  

For your next private event, big or small, please consider the Lodge. Call Kaycie at (608) 333-5694 or email 
banquets@madisonelkslodge.org. 

SEE N AT THE LODGE  

 

Flag Day 

    

  
 

 

mailto:office@madisonelkslodge.org
mailto:banquets@madisonelkslodge.org


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paint & Sip 

 



  

 

 

                                                                                                          July 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

 
 
 
Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 1 
Trivia, 
6:30 pm 

2 
 Fiddle Jam,  
6-9 pm | New 
Members Social, 
6-7:30 pm 

3 
 

4 Independence 
Day 
Barbecue & 
Monona Fireworks,  
Begins at 5:30 pm 
 
 

5  
Brunch,  
9 am-1 pm, 
 

6 7 
 

8 
Membership 
Meeting, 7 pm 
|Cajun & Zydeco, 
6:30 PM | Euchre, 
5:45 pm 

9 
 Off the Vine, 
5:30-8:30 pm| 
Fête de Marquette 
Begins 

10 
Lois at the Piano 
| Fête de 
Marquette 
 

11 
 Fête de Marquette 

12 
Brunch,  
9 am-1 pm| Fête 
de Marquette Ends 

13 
 
 

14 
 

15 
Name That Tune,  
6-8 pm 
 
 

16 
Blood Drive, 
Noon-5 pm | 
 Back 40,  
5:30-8:30 pm 
 
 

17 
 

18 
WEA Madison 
Mallards Game, 
First Pitch 6:05 pm 

19 
Brunch,  
9 am-1 pm | 
Pontoon Boat 
Rides  

20 
 
 
 

21 22 
Euchre, 5:45 pm 
 
 

23 
Psychoswank,  
5:30-8:30 pm 
 
 

24 
Lois at the Piano 

25 
 

26 
Brunch,  
9 am-1 pm 
 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
Karaoke,  
5:30-8:30 pm 
 

31  

       

  
 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 


