
Man, the summer is FLYING by! The good news for me is that I’m within 

two and a half weeks of seeing my surgeon and finding out when I might 

be able to get out of this darn wheelchair. It’s been quite an experience 
being stuck at home most of the time. And, I’ve really missed the Lodge! 

Thankfully, the Board has stepped up and kept things running smoothly in 

the bar, restaurant, and kitchen. With the help, of course, of our managers 

Kaycie and Meadow. One of the things that the Board has been working on 

is replacing our Point of Sale (POS) system. I understand they are now at 

the point of actually placing the order. Thanks to all of them for 
shepherding this project along.   

The Entertainment Committee has kept fun things going at the Lodge. I 

have to send in a report every month detailing all the things we have done 

the past 30 days. Because of our numerous events, it takes me a long time 
to put it together which is a good thing! 

Summer isn’t over yet. There are still lots of beautiful days to celebrate our 

Lodge and lakefront. I hope I get some good news from the doctor on 
August 11, because some of my favorite bands will be playing in August.   

Elktoberfest is coming back on September 7. You can buy tickets HERE. 

This is quite a production and takes a lot of planning and volunteer 

participation. If you would like to help plan this year’s event, there will be 

meetings at the Lodge on August 13 and 27 between 5 and 6 p.m. Please 

sign up HERE. You will also soon receive an 

email soliciting volunteers for September 7. 

I still remember last year’s Elktoberfest. 

Thanks to our many dedicated volunteers, it 

was incredible: great fun, really good food, 

German beer and music, and a 50-50 raffle. 

Plus, the weather was perfect. Let’s pray for 
that again this year! 

I hope I will be able to see many of you 
again soon. I’ve missed you! 

In Elkdom,  

Sherie Sasso        

 

Exalted Ruler Sherie Sasso 

Leading Knight Phil Doll 

Loyal Knight Mike Verveer 

Lecturing Knight John Skillrud 

Secretary Dan Curd 

Treasurer Renée Lauber 

Esquire Patrick Fitzpatrick 

Chaplain Laura MacIsaac 

Tiler Chauncey Hunker 

Inner Guard Geoff Gaston 

Organist Lois Hoornstra 

1 Year Lindsey Lee  

2 Year Kristopher Steege-

Reimann 

3 Year Don Geier 

4 Year Jim Schuessler 

5 Year Tya Lichtie 

Membership meetings held on 

the 2nd Wednesday of the month 

and also the 4th Wednesday in 

February, March, and April. 

 

 
 

Editor Dan Curd 

Photographer John Lorimer 

If you would like to submit 

something for publication or 

place an advertisement, please 

email:  

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48A4AB2AA4F4CF8-57570019-madison/136215654#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48A4AB2AA4F4CF8-57570173-madison/136215654#/


Please consider joining the Madison Elks Auxiliary! It is 
open to all members and spouses. The next meeting will 
be August 7 at 4:30 p.m. in the Wisconsin Room. We 
hope you will stop by and learn more about what we do. 
The Auxiliary will again hold a raffle to support Camp 
Wawbeek and the Auxiliary Scholarship Fund. Only 150 
tickets at $50 each will be sold. The Grand Prize is 
$2,000, First Prize is $500, and there are eight $75 
prizes. Tickets will be available after August 15 and the 
drawing will take place on Saturday, November 1 (at our 
annual Country Western Night featuring Back 40). 
Please mark your calendars today.   

An application form to join the Auxiliary is at the end of 
the Elkliner. 

If you have any questions about the Auxiliary, please 
contact Laverne Schwengel at (608) 332-7246), or 
Michelle Braithwaite at (608) 212-7722. 

 
 

 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

On July 24 the Lodge hosted a fundraiser for Custom Canines Service 
Dog Academy. The nonprofit trains service dogs who are assigned to 
those in trauma recovery, including veterans. This event gave members 
a chance to meet some of the puppies in training. Bee, the service dog 
sponsored by our Lodge, was also in attendance. 

                                   

                                                                                 

 

  



A postcard of the old Madison Elks Lodge on Monona Avenue 

(Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.) showing the third Wisconsin 

State Capitol at the end of the street. This capitol completed in 

1869 replaced a previous structure at the same site. What 

makes this photo rare is the timeline. The Lodge was 

completed in May of 1902 and the capitol burned in February 

of 1904. The fourth and current state capitol was constructed 

between 1906 and 1917.   

 

 

 

Luther Moulton Basford was born on January 17, 1903, in Lancaster, 
Wisconsin, the son of Fred C. Basford and Fannie Jane Stephens. The 
family moved to Madison when Luther was still a young boy. On August 
4, 1927, he married Statia Carma Norman. The couple had one daughter. 

Luther was a laboratory technician at the University of Wisconsin 
Mechanical Engineering School for 56 years. He was a member of 
Commonwealth Masonic Lodge 235, Madison Tuberculosis Association, 
and Madison Elks Lodge 410. Basford served as Exalter Ruler from 1952 
until 1953. 

Luther Basford died on October 29, 1976, and is buried with his wife at 
Forest Hill Cemetery. 

  

 

 

 

  

1903 – 1976 

Exalted Ruler 

1952 – 1953 

 

 

 

Guests at the Madison Elks Lodge Past Exalted Rulers night 

shown (left to right) are L.M. Basford, F.H. Seafeidt, Kenneth 
F. Sullivan, and Walter Lillesand. The Capital Times, March 1, 
1959. 
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  Chairman Richard Olson (2015-2017) 

  Secretary Sherie Sasso (2019-2020)  

  Treasurer Lynn Aspinwall (2017-2019) 

 

  Kevin Pohlkamp (1989-1990) 

  Jim Mueller (1990-1991) 

  Ed Ledwidge (1994-1995) 

  Chuck Hoornstra (1995-1996, 2001-2002) 

  Kristi Barbian (2011-2013) 

  Steve Sasso (2013-2015) 

  President LaVerne Schwengel 

  Past President Gloria Simley 

  Vice President Donna Campanelli  

  Secretary Jeanette May 

  Treasurer Michelle Braithwaite 

 

  Ann Bailey 

  Carol Rohde 
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By Jim Schuessler 

The new outdoor bar is ready for 

action. We are looking forward to 
using it for the upcoming Elktoberfest 
on Sunday, September 7. This is a fun 
annual event and we hope you can 
make it.  

We still have some spaces left on our 
kayak rack which rent for $135 per 

space per year. Please contact our 
Harbormaster Brett Hulsey if you 
have any questions: 
bretthulsey1@gmail.com. Even if you 
don’t store your kayak or waterboard 

in our rack, you can launch from the 
west pier. There we have installed a ladder down to the water and a device to stabilize the kayak while 
getting in and out. 

The Lodge invested in a mini-split heat pump for the office. This will allow us to heat and cool just this 

space when the rest of the building is closed. We anticipate that this investment will pay for itself over 
time as well as keep our valued staff more comfortable. 

Twice a year we have the carpets cleaned. Lodge members volunteer to remove tables and chairs from 
the carpet and then put them back. This was done on July 27 and 29. We don’t have volunteer names as 
of press time for this newsletter, but a big thanks goes out to them all! We also want to thank Julie 
Pfluger and her husband Ray Trent who donated two kegerators (small refrigerators designed to hold 
kegs from which cold beer can be dispensed). 

If you’d like to get involved with our building and grounds projects, please reach out to me. It’s a great 
way to build new friendships within the Lodge. There is a certain satisfaction that comes with making 

our facility a nicer place for all to enjoy.  

Our Building and Grounds Committee is focused on saving costs and improving our Lodge for our 
members and guests. For more information, contact Jim Schuessler at jschuessler@starkhomes.com or 
call or text at (608) 445-0766. 

By Samantha Linden and Allister Cooley 

Elktoberfest is back! Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 7 for the much anticipated return of 
the Freistadt Alte Kameraden German Big Band, Oktoberfest brews, and a German buffet to make you 
say “Ein Prosit!” Tickets are now on sale HERE. A limited number of tables are available for reserved 
seating. 

If you would like to help plan Elktoberfest, we’ve put together a planning committee that will meet on 

August 13 and 27 at 5 p.m. Please sign up HERE. Look for the SignUpGenius email that you should 
receive soon to volunteer at the event.  

June and July were great months to be a member of Elks Lodge 410! On June 5, our first Paint ‘n Sip 

night came close to selling out. In less than 2 hours, the instructor guided us through the steps to 
complete a pretty awesome landscape scene – which included an elk! We’ll certainly have her back for 
another Paint ’n Sip night in the fall. 

The July 4th summer party on the lawn was a huge success! Around 200 Elks, family and friends came 

together to celebrate Independence Day with a gorgeous evening on the lawn. Partygoers had a variety 
of grilled foods to choose from (thanks to our grillmaster Jim Schuessler), played yard games and 
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grooved to the music of DJ Punjabi 5.0.  After 9 p.m., we enjoyed fireworks from several locations 

around the lake. We also inaugurated our new outdoor bar. Plan to join us next year for what is quickly 
becoming a new tradition at the Madison Elks. 

Every Tuesday night beginning at 5:30 p.m., the lower level comes alive with music, picnic food and a 
complete bar. It’s a great opportunity to enjoy the beauty of our location and meet your fellow Elks and 
their guests. This music series is exclusively volunteer run, so if you would like to help out, meet more 
members, and enjoy fantastic summer vibes by the water, this is a perfect opportunity for you. Watch 
your email for invitations to attend and volunteer.  

On Thursday, July 24th we got to play with puppies! The Sip & See fundraiser for Custom Canines 
featured raffles, snuggles, and soft puppy bellies. Thank you all for your support of this wonderful and 
deserving organization.  

The Entertainment Committee needs your expertise and ideas! Please join us for an in-person meeting 
Tuesday, August 19 at 4:30 p.m. in the Wisconsin Room.   

The volunteers that have made all these events possible, and whom we acknowledge with thanks from 

the bottom of our hearts, are: Allison Cooley, Alyce Nardi, Anita Krasno, Ann Braithwaite, Annie 
Brunsell, Ben Hager, Bev Fergus, Billy Daniels, Carole Trone, Christopher Klinge, Dan Curd, Dan Nardi, 
David Luner, David Lynett, Deven McGlenn, Dianne Milligan, Dianne Redsten, Don Geier, Doug 
Kornetzke, Ed Kinney, Fred Kinney, Gerald Dvorak, Jeff Kingston, Jeff Riley, Jeff Twing, Jim Schuessler, 
John Hylkema, John Kollath, John Lorimer, John Skillrud, Kathy Carl, Kathy Conn, Kathy Unger, Katie 

McGlenn, Kris Gordon, Kristi Herritz, Larry Jensen, LaVerne Schwengel, Lindsey Lee, Lois Hoornstra, 
Lorrie Hylkema, Lou Roberts, Lu Vail, Lynn Aspinwall, Lynn Lee, Lynn Riley, Marilyn Kinney, Mark Cain, 

Mary Bach, Michelle Braithwaite, Mitch Sands, Phil Doll, Renée Lauber, Riley Willman, Ritt Deitz, Robin 
Beal, Rusty Schultz, Samantha Linden, Shari Twing, Steve Braithwaite, Steven Tinker, Tom Benell, and 
Traci Schroeckenthaler. 



Claim your free birthday drink at the bar during your 
birthday week. 

1 Ramie Zelenkova  

2 Ervin Altenberger, Mary Jo Haag, William Herman, 

Claudine Jadoo  

3 Andy Arians  

4 Christine Barbian, Charles Hoornstra   

5 Debra Dees, Clayton Nelson, Donald Strayer, 

Gregory Sweeney, Tim Wood  

6 Richard Freihoefer, Denise Holmes  

7 Michele Boyle   

8 Joel Plant 

9 James Sielehr, Emily Tachon  

10 Steven Anderson, Anna DiMenna, Jeffrey Dvorak   

12 Ernesto Lazo, Todd Utter   

13 Gail Baerwolf, Stephen Kraus   

14 Leroy Ebert, Joyce Rolnick   

15 Al Meyer, Carol Rohde   

16 Fred Jaeckle  

   

 

 

 

 

17 Tayler Palkowski  

18 Jan Legler  

19 Anthony Morello, Austin Streeper  

20 Ralpy Murphy   

21 Ross Molot  

22 Cari Anne Renlund  

23 Garu Spaeni  

24 Adam Freeman, Charles Rolfsmeyer   

27 Laura Aldinger, Donald Wiebe   

28 James Abderholden, David Degenhardt  

29 Tracy Buchta, Philip Gilbertson  

30 Pat Cornwell  

31 June Bokovitz, Jack Garver, Benjamin Tinker, 

Sharon Twing 

Anna DiMenna 

David Gauder 

Susan Nelson 

Julie Pfluger 

Randy Schwab 



AUG2025 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 
 
 
 

1 2 
  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

 
Susie & 
Randy Duo, 
5:30-8:30 pm 
 

Trivia, 
6:30 pm 

Auxiliary, 
4:30 pm 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
  The Steve & 

Mark Band, 
5:30-8:30 pm 
 

Elktoberfest 
Planning, 5 pm 
Lodge Meeting,  
7 pm 

Euchre, 5:45 pm 

 Lois at the 

Piano 
 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
  Entertainment 

Com, 4:30 pm 

Marcy & The 
Highlights Trio, 
5:30-8:30 pm 

 

Music Bingo,  
6-8 pm 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
  Back 40, 

5:30-8:30 pm 
 

Elktoberfest 
Planning,  
5 pm 

Euchre, 
5:45 pm 

 Orton Park 
Festival 

Lois at the 

Piano 

 

Orton Park 
Festival  
 

31     

 

Bye-bye, so long 
See you in September 

Orton Park 

Festival 

 



 





 

The office is open Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m., or by appointment. 
Email: office@madisonelkslodge.org. The bar is open Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 

4:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. The Dining Room is open Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 5 
p.m. until 9 p.m.  

July 4th 
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                       Fête de Marquette 



 


