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A MESSAGE FROM THE ER 

Welcome to the new Lodge year, which begins 
April 1. I hope every one of you has renewed your 
membership for 2026-2027. We’re looking forward to an exciting year of 
celebrations, music, charitable events, and FUN! 
Our new Lodge officers were sworn in on March 25. Thank you for your 
continued confidence in me to serve one more year as your Exalted Ruler. 
We lost just three Board members from last year. I would like to shout out 
a huge THANK YOU to Phil Doll, John Skillrud, and Tya Lichte. All three 
served for several years and their contributions to the Lodge were 
invaluable. The Lodge and I will miss you. 
We welcome Judi Trampf and Ritt Deitz to the Board. I am confident they 
will fit in nicely and offer some fresh perspectives. 
Our Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser was awesome! Congrats to the raffle 
winners (listed later in the Elkliner). The food was great and the 
volunteers kept things moving right along. Thanks to the kitchen and bar 
staff for their hard work. I sold 50/50 raffle tickets in the entryway so I 
could chat with people as they were leaving. I didn’t hear a single 
complaint about anything. You don’t know how rare that is! 
There will be many opportunities for 
volunteers throughout the year. Watch 
your inbox for invitations from 
SignUpGenius. If you are not receiving 
them, please contact the office to get 
your email address on the list.  
I have never set a theme for my years 
as ER, but I’m setting one this year. 
This will be “The Year of the New 
Members.”  Everything is running so 
smoothly at the Lodge, so building our 
membership is the next critical step in 
moving our Lodge toward greater 
success. Bring your friends to one of 
the many events we host and let them 
enjoy the view, the food, and the good 
drinks while participating in a fun 
activity. Then encourage them to fill 
out an application so they can come to the Lodge on their own! Each 
month, I will report on the number of new members and thank their 
sponsors. Let’s aim for 100 new members before March 31, 2027! 
Enjoy spring! 
 
In Elkdom,  
Sherie Sasso   

OFFICERS 
Exalted Ruler Sherie Sasso 

Leading Knight Jim Schuessler 

Loyal Knight Mike Verveer 

Lecturing Knight  Vacant 

Secretary Dan Curd 

Treasurer Renée Lauber 

Esquire Patrick Fitzpatrick 

Chaplain Laura MacIsaac 

Tiler Chauncey Hunker 

Inner Guard Geoff Gaston 

Organist Lois Hoornstra 

TRUSTEES 

1 Year Kristopher Steege-Reimann  

2 Year Don Geier 

3 Year Ritt Deitz 

4 Year Judi Trampf 

5 Year Lindsey Lee 

Membership meetings held on the 
2nd Wednesday of the month and 
also the 4th Wednesday in February, 
March, and April. 
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DON’T BE LOCKED OUT! 

It is the beginning of a new fiscal year at the Lodge. 
The locks on the doors have been changed. You will 
need your orange key card and green membership 
card to access the Lodge (your purple key card and 
yellow membership card can no longer be used). 
The good news is that the majority of our members 
have paid their dues for this year. If you have not, 
please do so as soon as possible. (If you are having 
difficulty in paying your dues, please contact the 
secretary.) A reminder: members must be current 
with their dues to use the facilities of the Lodge, 
serve on committees, or attend meetings. Be 
prepared to show your membership card when 
asked to do so by an officer or employee. 
To pay your dues with a credit or debit card, 
please go HERE. 

SPONSORS OF NEW MEMBERS 2025-2026  
Dan Curd (5) 
Renée Lauber (4) 
Laura MacIsaac (3) 
Brett Hulsey (2) 
Samantha Linden (2) 
Betsy Bazur-Leidy (2) 
Lynn Aspinwall (2) 
Philip Doll, Jr. (2) 
Lance Lattimer (2) 
Michael Van Bronersky (2) 
Michael Verveer (2) 
Sherie Sasso (1) 
Leanne Tyska (1) 
Christopher Restle (1) 
Bert Slinde (1) 
Cynthia Opsal (1) 
Ron Symdon (1) 
Audrey Martino (1) 
Steve Bethke (1) 
James Schuessler (1) 
LaVerne Schwengel (1) 
Tamim Sifri (1) 
Katherine Gomez Phillips (1) 
Jill Minshall (1) 
Mary Bach (1) 
Maria Antoinette Cannarella (1) 
Lori Youngman (1) 
Stephen Webster (1) 
Paul Murphy (1) 
Geoff Gaston (1) 
Scott McDonell (1) 
Katharina Heyning (1) 
Anna Marie DiMenna (1) 
David Sarbacker (1) 
Mitchell Sands (1) 
Ann Brunsell (1) 
 

 
John Lorimer (1) 
Lindsey Lee (1) 
Lynn Riley (1) 
Michael Finley (1) 
Joseph Forward (1) 
Carol Ripp (1) 
Nicole Bookhout (1) 
William Aspinwall (1) 
Kathleen Conn (1) 
Richard Lofgren (1) 
Don Geier (1) 
Chauncey Hunker (1) 
Chris Benson (1) 
Paul Van Amerongen (1) 
Harold Coltharp (1) 

SPAGHETTI DINNER RAFFLE WINNERS 
$600 
Jean Elvekrog 
$500 
John Miller 
$400 
Betsy Bazur-Leidy 
$300 
Jay Hill 
$200 
Janice Lawry 
$100 (5) 
Susan Nelson 
Darlene Barry 
Kathy Unger 
Amanda Weins 
Jane McDermott 
$50 (20) 
Greg Ellis 
Dan Finley 
Bert Slinde 
Joe Balles 
Susi Haviland 
Caty McDermott 
Mark Goff 
Gene Murphy 
Linda Gllagher 
Ron Wirth 
John Skillrud 
Bernard McCarthy 
Katherine Gomez-Phillips 
Pete Gunderson 
Al Maly 
Kay Larson 
Harold Coltharp 
Laurine Carstens 
Jeff Schroeter 
Karen Bosold 

https://secure.directbiller.com/db-payer-ui/#/login


POSTCARD FROM THE PAST 

Elks Lodge 410 Quartet in 1939. Left to right: Wally Litlesand, piano; 
Frank Ripp, bass; Tim Kelleher, Baritone; Jerry Ripp, 2nd tenor; and 
Joe Ripp, 1st tenor. The three Ripp brothers are the uncles of 
current member Carol Ripp. This photo now hangs in the dining 
room of the Lodge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRANK J. RANE 
Frank Joseph Rane was born on November 9, 1922, in Madison, the son of Giuseppe 
Bastillo Reina and Concetta Maria Bongiavanni. His parents were born in Sicily and 
immigrated to the United States in 1907. Frank was a lifelong resident of Madison, 
attended St. Joseph's Grade School, Madison Central High School, and Madison 
Vocational School (MATC). During World War II, in served in the United States Army Air 
Force with the 45th Air Depot Group and the Ninth Air Force Command stationed in 
England, France, Belgium, and Germany. After leaving the service he attended the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison. On June 28, 1947, he married Naomi Boyd. The 
couple had two sons. 
Frank Rane was immensely proud of his Italian heritage and longtime membership in the 
Italian Workmen's Club, serving as its president for five years. He and his lifelong friend 
Nick Stassi were instrumental in the placement of a monument at the corner of Regent 
Street and East Campus Mall that commemorates the old Greenbush neighborhood. Twice 
he was elected president of the South Madison Optimist Club and a lifetime member of the 
V.F.W. Post No. 1318. Frank was also a life member of Madison Elks Lodge No. 410 and 
served as its Exalted Ruler from 2004 until 2006. 
Together with his wife Naomi, they operated 
a grocery and liquor business in Madison’s 
southside neighborhood for 43 years. They 
also owned and operated Arbor Liquors on 
the West Beltline Highway and Rane Barrel 
on West Gilman Street. 
Frank Rane died on March 25, 2007, and is 
interred with his wife in Sunset Memory 
Gardens. 

 
 
 
 

               

1922 – 2007 
Exalted Ruler 

2004 -2006 

The three Rane brothers that served in World 
War II: James, Tony, and Frank. 



P.E.R. ASSOCIATION 
  Chairman Richard Olson (2015-2017)  

  Secretary Sherie Sasso (2019-2020)  
  Treasurer Lynn Aspinwall (2017-2019) 
  ACTIVE MEMBERS 
  Kevin Pohlkamp (1989-1990) 

  Jim Mueller (1990-1991) 

  Ed Ledwidge (1994-1995) 

  Chuck Hoornstra (1995-1996, 2001-2002) 

  Kristi Barbian (2011-2013) 

  Steve Sasso (2013-2015) 

AUXILIARY 

  President LaVerne Schwengel 
  Past President Gloria Simley 
  Vice President Donna Campanelli  

  Secretary Jeanette May 
  Treasurer Michelle Braithwaite 
  BOARD MEMBERS 
  Ann Bailey 
  Carol Rohde 

  

  

 



BUILDING & GROUNDS 
By Jim Schuessler 

The Building and Grounds Committee wants to 
recognize our dishwasher and maintenance 
employee Jeremy Nichols for his work refreshing 
the lower-level bar. A combination of deep cleaning, 
painting, and organizing has resulted in a much-
improved work environment for our banquet 
bartending staff.  
We are also happy to report that the Lodge has 
received a donation of a variety of office furniture 
items that will allow us to remodel the Lodge office 
very inexpensively. Our office has had a look 
somewhere between shabby chic and dilapidated. 
Soon we will be painting the walls, replacing the 
carpet, and moving in the new (free) furniture.  
In April we will have our spring cleanup of the 
exterior grounds. Volunteers will be spreading 
mulch, trimming shrubs, and consuming world-
class cookies and coffee. The date will be either 
Saturday, April 18 or 25. We will be choosing the 
exact date soon. Watch for an announcement via 
email and please consider joining in. We always 
have a good time. 
One pier is installed and the second one will be 
soon. Our communal pier needs a bit of carpentry 
work done on the deck panels before we install 
them. Thanks go to Lodge member Erik Taske and 
friends for putting the piers in. We look forward to 
seeing all the boat slips filled for our Sunday brunch, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. this summer as well as evenings.  
Our new banquet chairs arrived! We now have 225 
chairs for outdoor weddings and other outdoor 
events (see photo). Please keep your Lodge in mind 
for gatherings you or your friends might be planning. 
There is no more beautiful and affordable event 
location in Madison. 
I’d like to remind everyone that we still have space 
available on our kayak rack at a cost of $135 per 
year on a first-come, first-served basis. Spring has 
sprung and it is time to get paddling! If you would 
like to reserve a spot, please email 
office@madisonelkslodge.org.  
If you would like to get involved with our building 
and grounds projects, please reach out to me. It is a 
great way to build new friendships within the Lodge 
and there is a certain satisfaction that comes with 
making our Lodge a nicer place for all to enjoy.  
Our Building and Grounds Committee is focused on 
saving costs and improving our Lodge for our 
members and guests. For more information, contact 

Jim Schuessler at jschuessler@starkhomes.com or 
call or text him at (608) 445-0766. 

 

  
 

mailto:office@madisonelkslodge.org
mailto:jschuessler@starkhomes.com


ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE 

By Samantha Linden and Allison Cooley 

The Madison Elks Lodge was hopping in March! St. 
Patrick’s Day saw a standing-room-only crowd in 
the bar area for two fantastic Irish dance group 
performances and a packed dining room for festive 
food specials. Special thanks as always to Lynn Lee 
for his clever and festive decor in the bar area that 
made us all happy to be Irish.  
The annual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser on March 
21st was also a HUGE success thanks to all of you 
that came out to volunteer and to slurp spaghetti! 
We are also in the throes of March Madness with 
several Elks participating in our bracket challenge. If 
you have not paid yet, make sure to drop cash off 
with the office a.s.a.p. 
Our Spring New Member Social is April 2, 6-7:30 
p.m. in the Wisconsin Room where we will be 
welcoming those Elks who have become members 
during the past 12 months. Join us for a warm 
welcome (and a drink on us if you are a new 
member!). If you are a seasoned Elk, stop by to meet 
our newest members and help grow our community. 
Thursday music continues in April with our popular 
traditional Irish fiddle jam featuring Daithi Wolfe on 
the fiddle on April 2, Mary Gaines & Chris Wagoner 
Duo on April 9, Back 40 on April 16, Karaoke on 
April 23, and The Honey Pies on April 30. Check the 
events calendar at 
https://www.madisonelkslodge.org/events to read 
more about the music and other upcoming events at 
the Lodge. 
Another new addition to the Elks calendar in 2026 is 
Sunday Brunch and we have set aside the third 
Sunday of the month for Jazz, Elks are loving this 
new addition to the calendar, so stop and check it 
out. We will be featuring the Hot Club of Madison 
April 19 and the East High Jazz Combo May 17. 
Dining room reservations are greatly appreciated. 
Monthly reoccurring events continue to be a big 
draw at the Lodge with Trivia on the first 
Wednesday, Euchre on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays, and Name That Tune (a/k/a Music 
Bingo) on the third Wednesday. 
And mark your calendars now for Saturday, May 2 at 
2 p.m. – Derby Day at the Elks! Every year this event 
is a huge draw and super fun. Wear your biggest hat 
and bring cash for the raffle baskets. We need 
volunteers to make this event happen, so please stay 
tuned to your email and look for a signup email to 
donate items for the basket raffles! 

As always, these events wouldn’t be anything 
without the help of our wonderful volunteers: Allison 
Cooley, Ally Duffy, Alyce Nardi, Amanda Stein, Anita 
Krasno, Audrey Martino, Bryan Siltman, Charles 
Duncan, Chauncey Hunker, Christopher Klinge, Dan 
Curd, Dan Morse, Dan Nardi, Dan Rustick, Deven 
McGlenn, Don Geier, Donald & Shirley Shillinglaw, 
Donna Campanelli, Doug Christenson, Elizabeth 
Tucker, Eric Gordon, Fred Kinney, Geoff Gaston, 
Greg Topoleski, Jane Morse, Jeff Kingston, Jeff Riley, 
Jeff Twing, Jennifer Hadley, Jim Schuessler, John 
Hylkema, John Lorimer, Judi Trampf, Kathy Unger, 
Katie McGlenn, Katy Heyning, Kris Gordon, Kristof 
Lock Zanzotto, Larry Jensen, Laura MacIsaac, 
LaVerne Schwengel, Leah Moore, Lindsey Lee, Lois 
Hoornstra, Lorrie Hylkema, Lou Roberts, Lu Vanillin 
Lee, Lynn Riley, Margaret Elvekrog, Marilyn Kinney, 
Mary Bach, Mary Lou Tyne, Michelle Braithwaite, 
Mike Schmidtke, Nathaniel Beauvais, Pat Ross, 
Paddy Fitzpatrick, Peggy Marvin, Renée Lauber, 
Robin Beal, Samantha Linden, Shari Twing, Sherie 
Sasso, Steve Farrey, Theresa Knight, Tya Lichtie, and 
Zhora Topoleski. 
In addition to the joy of giving and the sense of 
community, there are fantastic benefits of 
volunteering at Elks Lodge #410 in 2026: 

• Unlimited fountain soda drinks while 
volunteering. 

• One beer or rail drink after a volunteer shift 
(via token).  

• After a minimum 3-hour volunteer shift, one 
burger or sandwich (if the kitchen is open) or 
if the volunteer event provides food, i.e., the 
spaghetti dinner, one complimentary dinner. 

• The Lodge will list the names of volunteers in 
the monthly Elkliner emails. 

• The Lodge will host Volunteer Appreciation 
Night! 

  

ER Sherie Sasso welcomes seven new members, 
initiated on March 11. 

https://www.madisonelkslodge.org/events


APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Claim your free birthday drink at the bar during your birthday week. 

1 Shawn Smith  
2 Steven Hagen, Roxanne Johnson, Brian Kammerer, 

Maragaret Moore, Dianne Redsten 
3 Daniel Resnick  
4 Kristin Chambers  
5 David Gauder, William Hart, Judith Wilson  
6 Blaise Besant, Rick Esser  
7 Geoff Gaston  
8 Bonnie Frisch, John Thorstad  
9 Ernest Horinek, Stephen Nelson, William Volker 
11 Molly Lahr, Frederick Langheim, Douglas Poole,      

John Daniels, Erik Taske, James Yockey 
13 Eric Volkmann  
14 William Baumgartner, Mario Russo, Raymond Tidd, 

Dennis Wagner  
15 Matthew Fick, Drew Rodysill  
16 Kenneth Kleist, Michael Skala 
17 Gary Peterson  
18 Kevin Gorman, Joseph Kubesheski, Justin Randall 
19 Joseph Balles, George Brown  
20 Kathleen Carl, Gary Gundlach, Kelly McCann,      

James Tjugum, Thomas Tuttle, Mary Lou Tyne 
21 Meg Bowden, Henry Doane, Richard Ottow,  
 Sherie Sasso  
 

23 Ted Heiser, Tom Hendrickson 
24 Roberta Beal, Nathan Reuter 
25 Mark Baumeister  
26 David Bohl, Alan Maly, Rick Symdon 
27 Theresa Knight, James McGinn,                           

Kristopher Steege-Reimann 
28 Joseph Forward, Brett Hulsey, John Marshall,  
 Richard Medland, Kevin Pohlkamp  
29 Duane Hendrickson, James Kaeder, Scott McDonell, 

Avicia West  
30 Terri Griffiths, Daniel Kessenich 

ELK OF THE YEAR 
Michelle Braithwaite 
OFFICER OF THE YEAR 
Renée Lauber 
WELKOME NEW MEMBERS 
Brian Derr 
Joseph Kroetz 
Gretchen Meyers 
Keith Notbohm 
David Streckert 
Megan Williamson 
Cynthia Zigmund 
 

 
 



SEE YOU AT THE LODGE 
The office is open Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m., or by appointment. Email: 
office@madisonelkslodge.org. The bar is open Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 4:30 p.m. until 
10 p.m. The Dining Room is open Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. Sunday 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m. for Brunch.  

BANQUETS & PRIVATE EVENTS 
For your next private event, big or small, please consider the Lodge. Call Kaycie at (608) 333-5694 or email 
banquets@madisonelkslodge.org. 

SEEN AT THE LODGE 
St. Patrick’s Day                                                                                                               Spaghetti Dinner (more photos HERE)           

 

 
  

mailto:office@madisonelkslodge.org
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https://linkit.shutterfly.com/oGDPYN


  



April 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

 
 
 
Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 1 
New Fiscal Year, 
Locks Changed! 
Trivia, 6:30 pm 
Passover 
Begins 

2 
Fiddle Jam, 
6-9 pm 
New Member 
Social, 6-7:30 pm 
 

3 4 
 

5  
Easter 
Brunch  
9 am-1:30 pm 
 

6 7 
Election Day 

8 
Membership 
Meeting, 7 pm | 
Euchre, 5:45 pm 

9 
Gaines & 
Wagoner, 
6-8 pm 
Passover 
Ends 

10 
Lois at the Piano 
 

11 
 Euchre, 
 3 pm 
 
 

12 
Brunch,  
9 am-1 pm 
 

13 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 Name That Tune,  
6-8 pm 
                                      

16 
Back 40, 
5:30-8:30 pm 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
Jazz Brunch,  
9 am-1 pm 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 22 
 Membership 
Meeting, 7 pm | 
Euchre, 5:45 pm 
 
 

23 
Karaoke,  
6:30-8:30 pm 
 

24 
Lois at the Piano 

25 
 

26 
Brunch,  
9 am-1 pm 
 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
Honey Pies, 
5:30-8:30 pm 
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