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A MESSAGE FROM THE ER 

Wow! We saw some violent April showers, didn’t 
we? I hope everyone stayed safe and didn’t have 
too much damage. 

We’ve got a good start on The Year of the New Member, as you can see 
from the thermometer! We will initiate more in May. Let’s keep it going!  

I’ve heard from several people that they don’t know all that’s going on at 
the Lodge on any given day. There are two ways to solve that: First, if you 
are a spouse or partner of a member, PLEASE contact the office and give 
them your personal email address. I’ve been told that sometimes a 
member, whose email we have, doesn’t always share the emails they 
receive from the Lodge with their spouse or partner. (Imagine that!) So, if 
we have their email, too, they will also receive “This Week at the Elks” and 
other email notifications, as well as all the opportunities to volunteer and 
signup for events. The other solution is to go to madisonelkslodge.org and 
click on “calendar.” You will be amazed at the number of things that come 
up! I certainly was.  

Be sure to read the articles by the Building 
& Grounds and Entertainment committees 
in this issue. Both committees do a ton for 
the Lodge, and they can always use new 
blood!  

I can’t let a message go by without plugging 
the Elks National Foundation (ENF) Fidelity 
Club. We have 17 members who 
automatically donate to ENF each month. 
It’s easy to set up and it’s a painless way to 
donate to this important charity. For every 
dollar you donate, four dollars come back to 
the Lodge to use for Veterans, youth, and 
community programs. Please consider 
signing up. You can commit as little as $5 per month – or more, of course! 

We have a lot of weddings and parties scheduled for the summer (thank 
you, Kaycie!). A gentle reminder to please respect the people who have 
paid to rent our space when you come to the Lodge. If you arrive by boat, 
and there is an event on the lower level, please use the outside stairs to 
the bar.  

I’m looking forward to a really fun summer and hope to see many of you 
often! 

In Elkdom,  
Sherie Sasso  
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
We like to use the phrase “membership 
matters,” but why exactly does it matter? 
First a little history about membership numbers 
at the Madison Elks Lodge. It all begins in 1898 
when about a dozen of the city’s movers and 
shakers established Madison Lodge No. 410. It 
quickly grew to 500 members. By 1954, its 1,500 
members had outgrown their downtown 
clubhouse at the corner of Monona Avenue 
(Martin Luther King, Jr., Boulevard) and Doty 
Street. The original building, considered 
spacious and luxurious when constructed in 
1903, was now cramped and outdated. There 
was no air conditioning or parking. The 
basement bowling allies were removed to 
accommodate a larger bar and restaurant, 
increasing popular benefits of membership. A 
search began for a new location, which is how 
we got to where we are now. The new facility 
opened in 1965, and membership quickly rose 
to 1,700. Membership continued to rise until it 
peaked at about 2,000 in the mid-1980s. Then 
began a steady decline witnessed by most 
fraternal organizations. By 2019 our 
membership had shrunk to an all-time low of 
617. 
The good news is that membership is once 
again on the rise. No doubt this can be credited 
to our greatest assets, our lakeside location and 
members committed to improving our Lodge 
and our community.  
But back to the original question, why does size 
matter? Quite simply, more members mean 
more revenue which means more opportunities. 
The ability to add more clubhouse amenities  

  
and upgrade infrastructure. Better dining and 
events. Increased charitable donations and a 
larger presence in our community.  
Ironically, one of the best sources for new 
members are new members themselves. Newly 
initiated Elks are the most likely to recruit 
candidates for membership. 
We all want our Lodge to grow and succeed. It 
will with a little effort by all of us. Please bring a 
friend, work colleague, relative, or neighbor into 
the Lodge and make sure they leave with an 
application. Membership applications are 
available in the lobby, bar, and dining room or 
can be downloaded HERE. 

2026-2027 B.P.O.E. SCHOLARSHIPS 

A new fiscal year means new dates and 
deadlines!  
May 1, 2026 - Emergency Educational 

Grant Application Opens 
August 1, 2026 - Most Valuable Student 

Scholarship Application Opens 
September 1, 2026 - Legacy 

Awards Application Opens 
November 12, 2026 - Most Valuable Student 

Scholarship Application Deadline 
December 31, 2026 - Emergency Educational 

Grant Application Deadline 
February 1, 2027 - Legacy Awards Application 

Deadline 

                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Our first initiates of the 
new fiscal year with E.R. 
Sherie Sasso and new 
service dog Elroy.  

https://www.elks.org/sharedelksorg/lodges/files/0146_elksmemapp.pdf
https://p9uticcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fv2OrYwBDsB_ba_aELf_Il-0MC-oJw9D4SEXUROzBFm_AvgwAos233f5zrgzI96OX-hbauT1esBgRsg-CqLlWNDi6VWNWcmBh7Xg_8UlfONACxjqcvsT7uKm8Alb-JUvb79d_J9x9cSlW_-8w6Msim6wNzqPR3CFttjU1Ig45qo6CItFdQHf8xDxdHRXR4ErQChV6FXI4Kk=&c=DLZqN8zyCLxv_zlST1mhvztEL8voLR_KMQIq0bxWTtsUYRcZsLs6AA==&ch=_KoexUf5fRaCdY3NiuQb7fp56YN4MUOM4iYqCR6edaUx4wsMs9i-Rw==
https://p9uticcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fv2OrYwBDsB_ba_aELf_Il-0MC-oJw9D4SEXUROzBFm_AvgwAos233f5zrgzI96OX-hbauT1esBgRsg-CqLlWNDi6VWNWcmBh7Xg_8UlfONACxjqcvsT7uKm8Alb-JUvb79d_J9x9cSlW_-8w6Msim6wNzqPR3CFttjU1Ig45qo6CItFdQHf8xDxdHRXR4ErQChV6FXI4Kk=&c=DLZqN8zyCLxv_zlST1mhvztEL8voLR_KMQIq0bxWTtsUYRcZsLs6AA==&ch=_KoexUf5fRaCdY3NiuQb7fp56YN4MUOM4iYqCR6edaUx4wsMs9i-Rw==
https://p9uticcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fv2OrYwBDsB_ba_aELf_Il-0MC-oJw9D4SEXUROzBFm_AvgwAos23-iiCd4_kmTncBmuyBCxQIyCRN5d42g1UjpQ9oPt9LqQkFoLQ1f3uZ5ZlgwKUasWX4NYEEsqyjDFGvNOB1Ucq0A8UecCyKN1o7tkyjUd7YVZ5yrCQ1NFZQIcfia8sNO2CBm-YzO6yXhTfELBiqiqe34=&c=DLZqN8zyCLxv_zlST1mhvztEL8voLR_KMQIq0bxWTtsUYRcZsLs6AA==&ch=_KoexUf5fRaCdY3NiuQb7fp56YN4MUOM4iYqCR6edaUx4wsMs9i-Rw==
https://p9uticcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fv2OrYwBDsB_ba_aELf_Il-0MC-oJw9D4SEXUROzBFm_AvgwAos23-iiCd4_kmTncBmuyBCxQIyCRN5d42g1UjpQ9oPt9LqQkFoLQ1f3uZ5ZlgwKUasWX4NYEEsqyjDFGvNOB1Ucq0A8UecCyKN1o7tkyjUd7YVZ5yrCQ1NFZQIcfia8sNO2CBm-YzO6yXhTfELBiqiqe34=&c=DLZqN8zyCLxv_zlST1mhvztEL8voLR_KMQIq0bxWTtsUYRcZsLs6AA==&ch=_KoexUf5fRaCdY3NiuQb7fp56YN4MUOM4iYqCR6edaUx4wsMs9i-Rw==
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POSTCARD FROM THE PAST 

Prices aside, the cover of the January 1975 newsletter is 
noteworthy for several reasons. First, it was yet to be called 
the ‘Elkliner,” but simply known as the “Bulletin.” Also, please 
note the number of the Madison Lodge is “2502” rather than 
“410.” How did that happen? 
In 1973 Madison Lodge 410 members voted to eliminate the 
“whites only” clause as a qualification for membership. 
Previously at the national convention, Madison delegates 
fought unsuccessfully to have this discriminatory practice 
deleted from the B.P.O.E.’s constitution. The response from 
the Grand Lodge was that on March 20, 1973, it revoked the 
charter of Madison Elks 410. After a successful legal 
challenge, the B.P.O.E. changed its constitution and reinstated 
our charter on March 10, 1974. However, they assigned us a 
new number, 2502. Needless to say, that did not go down well 
with our members. On April 1, 1976, our original number of 
410 was restored. (Both charters are now displayed in the 
lobby.) 

This newsletter promotes what became the annual Spaghetti 
Dinner. This is the first reference in print that I have found for 
this event which makes it at least 51 years old! Also, note that 
the dining room is open Monday through Saturday for lunch 
and dinner. Today our Lodge has a full-service restaurant 
open Wednesday through Sunday, and we are the only Lodge 
in our state that can make that claim.  
 

 

 

JOHN C. FEHLAND, JR. 
Johann Carl “John” Fehland, Jr., was born on December 27, 1859, in Mecklenburg, 
Germany, the son of Johann Carl Heinrich Fehland and Maria Sophia Elise Niebuhr. 
The family immigrated to the United States in 1864. John married Lizetta “Zettie” 
Hamm on January 15, 1882, in Mazomanie, Wisconsin. The couple had two daughters 
and a son.  
In 1892 John graduated from the University of Wisconsin Law School. Later the same 
year he became a United States citizen. In addition to practicing law in Madison, he 
served as a municipal and superior court judge for many years. 
Judge Fehlandt was active in many civic organizations including the Masons, Loyal 
Order of Moose, Odd Fellows, and served as the director of 
the North American Skat Association. He was an early 
member of Madison Lodge 410 and served as its Exalted 

Ruler from 1912 to 1913. 
John Carl Fehland, Jr., died on July 4, 1916, and is buried with 
his wife in Forest Hill Cemetery. 
               

1859 – 1916 
Exalted Ruler 

1912 -1913 

UW Law School 
graduation picture, 1892. 



P.E.R. ASSOCIATION 
  Chairman Richard Olson (2015-2017)  

  Secretary Sherie Sasso (2019-2020)  
  Treasurer Lynn Aspinwall (2017-2019) 
  ACTIVE MEMBERS 
  Kevin Pohlkamp (1989-1990) 

  Jim Mueller (1990-1991) 

  Ed Ledwidge (1994-1995) 

  Chuck Hoornstra (1995-1996, 2001-2002) 

  Kristi Barbian (2011-2013) 

  Steve Sasso (2013-2015) 

AUXILIARY 

  President LaVerne Schwengel 
  Past President Gloria Simley 
  Vice President Donna Campanelli  

  Secretary Jeanette May 
  Treasurer Michelle Braithwaite 
  BOARD MEMBERS 
  Ann Bailey 
  Carol Rohde 

  

 



BUILDING & GROUNDS 
By Jim Schuessler 

The Building and Grounds Committee is happy to 
report that spring has sprung. A big thank you goes 
out to LaVerne Schwengel who coordinated our 
spring cleanup day. Mulch has been spread and 
flowers planted. The grounds look beautiful. 
We want to thank John Purintun who loaned us his 
bucket truck so we could fix the flagpole by the lake. 
Thanks also go out to Erik Taske, who with the help 
of friends, installed our piers. Our Lodge is one of 
the few spots on the Madison lakes where boaters 
can pull up to dine or grab a drink. We encourage 
you to take advantage of this great amenity!  
Our Lodge office got a long overdue makeover this 
month. New carpet, new paint, and new (used) 
furniture! The office is often the first impression 
many people get of our Lodge. We are happy to have 
gotten this project over the finish line.  
I’d like to remind everyone that we still have space 
available on our kayak rack at a cost of $135/year on 
a first come, first served basis. Spring has sprung 
and it’s time to get paddling! If you’d like to reserve a 
spot, please email office@madisonelkslodge.org.  
If you’d like to get involved with our building and 
grounds projects, please reach out to me. It’s a great 
way to build new friendships within the Lodge and 
there is a certain satisfaction that comes with 
making our facility a nicer place for all to enjoy.  
Our Building and Grounds Committee is focused on 
saving costs and improving our Lodge for our 
members and guests. For more information, contact 
Jim Schuessler at jschuessler@starkhomes.com, or 
call or text at (608) 445-0766. 
 
 

  
 
  

Erik Taske putting the piers in as we look forward to 
another season on the lake 

Jon Purintun helps us keep Old Glory flying 
high on the lawn. 

mailto:office@madisonelkslodge.org
mailto:jschuessler@starkhomes.com


ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE 

By Samantha Linden and Allison Cooley 

Our annual Kentucky Derby Day celebration is May 
2! Doors open at 2 p.m. and races go into the 
evening. Come in your finest Derby attire and spring 
bonnets to enjoy some special treats, pick your 
ponies, and peruse the raffle baskets donated by 
members. If you would like to donate items or full 
baskets, please reach out to Samantha at 
samantha.linden20@gmail.com. Back 40 begins 
playing at 6:30 p.m. to keep the party going after the 
last horse crosses the finish line! 
May also features another Lodge favorite, the 
Mother’s Day Brunch on May 10. We’re having a 
special Jazz Brunch on May 17 which will bring the 
East High Jazz Ensemble back to the Lodge. Make 
your reservations early for both events to ensure we 
are appropriately staffed. 
May 28 is another Paint ‘n Sip night at the lodge. Join 
us as we tap into our creative sides with Nicole 
Martin, owner of Fine Arts by Nicole LLC. The price 
is $30 per person, which includes the painting kit 
and a drink from the bar. 
Thursday music continues in May with our popular 
traditional Irish fiddle jam featuring Daithi Wolfe on 
the fiddle on May 7, Bluegrass with the Sorry 
Mountain Band on May 14, music from Tom Heiber-
Cobb on May 21, and the always popular Back 40 on 
May 28. Check the events calendar at 
https://www.madisonelkslodge.org/events to read 
more about the music and other upcoming events at 
the Lodge. 
In other Committee news, we have a new 
Webmaster. Peter Gengler has stepped up to take on 
the task of keeping our website informative and up 
to date. Thank you Peter!  
Important News. We’ve heard from a lot of you that 
you get too many emails from the Elks, so for the 
next several months we’re going to communicate a 
little differently. Every Monday we send “This Week 
at the Elks” which lists the events happening at the 
Elks in the next week and in the coming weeks. 
Currently, we send a separate SignUpGenius each 
time we want to ask or remind folks to sign up to 
either participate in an event, purchase tickets, or 
volunteer for an event. Starting June 1, we will only 
include links to sign up for an event by putting a link 
in the flyer featured in “This Week at the Elks.” We 
will not be sending separate emails reminding you 
to sign up. Additionally, there will be signup links in 
the event description on the Event Calendar. So, 
please keep an eye out for your “This Week” emails 
if you want to keep involved with life at the Lodge. 
The Madison Elks Lodge is looking for volunteers to 
help lead some of our favorite events. It’s a terrific 
way to get involved and shape the Lodge experience. 

You will work with Entertainment Committee 
members to help bring events to life by assisting 
with initial planning, reviewing publicity, organizing 
volunteers, tracking the budget, and being present 
for setup and teardown. Upcoming events that need 
a lead include Name That Tune (Music Bingo) the 
third Thursday of the month; Flag Day Brunch, June 
14; Father’s Day Brunch, June 21; Independence 
Day Celebration, July 4; Elktoberfest, September 27; 
Veterans Day Breakfast, date to be determined; St. 
Patrick’s Day Celebration, March 17, 2027; and 
Easter Brunch, March 28, 2027.  Please contact 
Allison Cooley alliecool1@gmail.com or Samantha 
Linden, samantha.linden20@gmail.com if you are 
interested in leading an event! 
We want to thank all those who generously 
volunteered their time in April: Allison Cooley, Alyce 
Nardi, Audrey Martino, Bryan Siltman, Cindy 
Zigmund, Dan Nardi, Don Geier, Doug Kornetzke, 
Erik Taske, Jay Roberts, Jeff Kingston, Jim 
Schuessler, Jon Purintun, Karen Ross, Kathy Unger, 
Kip & Peggy Marvin, Larry Jensen, Laura MacIsaac, 
LaVerne Schwengel, Michelle Braithwaite, Miles 
Botham, Pat Ross, Peggy Moore, Rick Zigmund, Riley 
Willman, Samantha Linden, Sherie Sasso, Steve 
Farrey, and Zachary Henderson. 
In addition to the joy of giving and the sense of 
community, there are fantastic benefits of 
volunteering at Elks Lodge #410 in 2026: 

• Unlimited fountain soda drinks while 
volunteering. 

• One beer or rail drink after a volunteer shift 
(via token).  

• After a minimum 3-hour volunteer shift, one 
burger or sandwich (if the kitchen is open) or 
if the volunteer event provides food, i.e., the 
spaghetti dinner, one complimentary dinner. 

• The Lodge will list the names of volunteers in 
the monthly Elkliner. 

• The Lodge will host Volunteer Appreciation 
Night! 

  

mailto:samantha.linden20@gmail.com
https://www.madisonelkslodge.org/events
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 

Claim your free birthday drink at the bar during 
your birthday week. 

1 Mark Geiger, Nancy Turman  
2 J. R. Sims, Richard Steinmann, John Topper  
3 Christopher Dodge, Richard Lofgren, Bud Palac,  
4 John Cuccia, Michael Lizon, John Lorimer,       

David Mahoney, Daniel Piorier 
5 Kurt Arvold  
6 Micke Euch  
8 Becky Anderson  
9 William Heiser   
10 Traci Schroeckenthaler  
11 Travis Borchert, Tom Koch 
12 Douglas Bailey, Mary Lavine, Margaret Urban 
13 Larry Chambers, Ginny Jenkins 
14 Larry Meiller  
 

15 Thomas Freitag, Bernard McCarthy,               
Megan Williamson 

16 John Schlimm  
17 John Borchert, Jennifer Hadley, John Schmitt  
18 Laura Meffert, Dona Meyer, David Niemann 
19 Darrell Braun, Patrick Rohde, Mike Verveer, 

David Zweifel   
20 David Gillette   
21 Tamim Sifri 
22 James Schroeckenthaler  
23 Lynn Aspinwall, Kellen Lund, William Pharo  
25 Deborah Friske, Pattie Meixelsperger 
26 Tyler Ellisen, Jason Tobias 
27 Dean Baumgardner, Richard McCutcheon  
28 Patrick Arthurs, Matthew Maimoni,                    

Keith Notbohm  
29 Zach Madden, Paul Van Amerongen  
31 Stella Patten  

WELKOME NEW MEMBERS 

Paul Abramson 
Scott Alford 
Mitch Blazek 
Mills Botham 
Claudia James 
Helen Kennebeck 
Matthew Maimoni 
Jen Virnig 
 

  

Thanks to everyone who turned out on April 25 to clean up and beautify our grounds. 



SEE YOU AT THE LODGE 
The office is open Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m., or by appointment. Email: 
office@madisonelkslodge.org. The bar is open Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 4:30 p.m. until 
10 p.m. The Dining Room is open Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. Sunday 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m. for Brunch.  

BANQUETS & PRIVATE EVENTS 
For your next private event, big or small, please consider the Lodge. Call Kaycie at (608) 333-5694 or email 
banquets@madisonelkslodge.org. 

SEEN AT THE LODGE 
Easter Brunch 
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May 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

 
 
 
Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

   1 
WEA State 
Convention 
 Begins (Appleton) 

2 
Derby Day Party, 
2 pm-close, 
Back 40, 
6:30-8:30 pm 
 

3  
Brunch  
9 am-1:30 pm | 
WEA State 
Convention Ends 

4 5 
 

6 
Trivia, 
6:30 pm 

7 
 Fiddle Jam, 
6-9 pm 
 
 
 

8 
Lois at the Piano 
 

9 
 Euchre, 
 3 pm | 
Camp Wawbeek 
Cleanup, 9 am, 
(Wisconsin Dells) 
 

10 
Mother’s Day 
Buffet Brunch,  
9 am-1:30 pm  
 

11 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 Membership 
Meeting, 7 pm | 
Euchre, 5:45 pm                                    

14 
Sorry Mountain 
Band, 
5:30-8:30 pm 
 
 

15 
Blood Drive, 
noon- 5 pm 

16 
 

17 
Jazz Brunch,  
9 am-1:30 pm, 
East High School 
Jazz Ensemble 
 

18 
 
 
 

19 20 
Name That Tune,  
6-8 pm 
 
 
 

21 
Tom Heiber-
Cobb,  
5:30-8:30 pm 
 

22 
Lois at the Piano 

23 
 

24 
Brunch,  
9 am-1:30 pm 

25 
Memorial Day 
 
 

26 
 

27 
Euchre, 5:45 pm 

28 
Back 40, 
5:30-8:30 pm | 
Paint ‘n Sip, 
6-7:30 pm 
 

29 30 

31 
Brunch,  
9 am-1:30 pm 

      

  



  



 
  



 



 



  



 
 


	A MESSAGE FROM THE er
	see you at the lodge
	BANQUETS & private EVENTS
	For your next private event, big or small, please consider the Lodge. Call Kaycie at (608) 333-5694 or email banquets@madisonelkslodge.org.

