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LADIES AUXILIARY 

In 1868, the B.P.O.E. was founded but called the Jolly Corks, a 
men-only social club. As early as 1870 it was proposed that ladies 
ï ñmothers, wives, sisters and female friendsò ï be invited to the 
Lodge for their own social evening. Early on it was suggested that 
there be an official Ladies Auxiliary, but in 1907 the Grand Lodge 
ruled that, ñThere shall be no branches or degrees of membership 
in the Order, nor any insurance or mutual features, nor shall 
there be other adjuncts of auxiliaries.ò The Elks enforced this 
edict through the 1970s. Regardless, many informal organiza-
tions emerged at the local level, calling themselves the Emblem 
Club, the Lady Elks, the Benevolent, Patriotic Order of Does, etc. 
These women, wives of the members, were often affectionately 
known as Elkettes. In Madison, women dubbed themselves Elks 
Ladies 410. After the Grand Lodge finally changed its statutes to 
allow Elks Ladies Auxiliaries, on September 16, 1980, Madison 
Elks #410 Ladies Auxiliary was formally organized. Its mission 
statement is ñCreate a social atmosphere for all generations while 
raising funds to help the good of our community and our Lodge.ò 

Pressure grew throughout the 80s and 90s for the Elks to allow 
women as members. In 1993, the Utah Supreme Court mandated 
that all Elks Lodges admit women or lose their liquor licenses. 
The Elks Lodges of Utah voted to become unisex in June 1993 
which was followed by a vote at the Elks National Convention in 
July 1995 to remove the word "male" from the national 
membership requirements. By this time, most of the 2,230 
Lodges had active Ladies Auxiliaries. (Continued next page) 

OFFICERS 

Exalter Ruler Bridget Esser 

Leading Knight Don Geier 

Loyal Knight Mike Verveer 

Lecturing Knight Geoff Gaston 

Secretary Dan Curd 

Treasurer Scott Thornton 

Esquire Patrick Fitzpatrick 

Chaplain Laura MacIsaac 

Tiler James Maas 

Inner Guard Vacant 

Organist Lois Hoornstra 

TRUSTEES 

1 Year  Kristopher Stecge-

Reimann 

2 Year  Cliff Fisher 

3 Year John Skillrud 

4 Year Tom Lyons 

5 Year Michelle Braithwaite 

Membership meeting held on the 

2nd Wednesday of the month. 
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(Continued) In 2003, Madison Lodge #410 elected Wisconsinôs first 
female Exalter Ruler, Jeanne B. Klemm. Women quickly became an 
integral part of our leadership. Proof of that is the past four Exalted 
Rulers have all been women. Yet, the Ladies Auxiliary remains alive 
and well. They continue to support the activities of our Lodge, raise 
money for charities and provide social and volunteer opportunities 
for all its members. If you have admired the summer flowers at the 
Lodge, you can thank the Auxiliary. A special shout out goes to 
Auxiliary President LaVerne Schwengel and Organist Lois Hoornstra 
who recently undertook weeding the entire lawn and parking lot ï a 
monumental task! This month on Saturday, October 16 from 6:30 
until 8:30 p.m., the Auxiliary will host a country and western themed 
night with musical entertainment. More information about that 
follows. The Auxiliary is always seeking new members. If you are interested in becoming an Elkette or 
would like to know more about what they do, please contact LaVerne Schwengel at (608) 222-3130 or 
laverne2222@att.net. If you would like a membership application (dues are $25 annually) please 
email the Secretary: secretary@madisonelkslodge.org. 

NEW GENERAL MANAGER: JULIE PULLEY 

We are pleased to announce the restaurant and bar have a new manager, Julie Pulley. She has over 20 
years of experience in the hospitality industry and is the former secretary of the Dane County Tavern 
League. Several members from Middleton already know her from her last managerial position at 
Paulôs Neighborhood Bar. Julie is the mother of two children and grandmother of two grandchildren 
with another on the way. She loves animals, growing her own vegetables and being around people. We 
look forward to having her on our Elks service team. Please introduce yourself when you see her at the 
Lodge. Welkome! 

FROM THE SECRETARY 

The fiscal year (April 1, 2021 ï March 31, 2022) is half over. If you are a lapsed member, please pay 
your dues ï we donôt want to lose you! If you have any questions about your status or are having 
difficulty making your payment this year, please contact me. The Grand Lodge National Convention in 
July amended several sections of the statutes of our Order, including adding Section 17.052 which 
reads ñEach Lodge shall enact and have in force a House Rule prohibiting the over 
service of alcohol as defined by local law ordinance.ò This is a mandatory addition. The 
change will be proposed at the October 13 membership meeting and then voted on at the November 
10 meeting. If members have other changes they would like made to our House Rules or By Laws, this 
would be good opportunity to propose them. If you are unfamiliar with the House Rules they appear 
at the end of the By Laws, are posted in the Lodge lobby and dining room, or can be found by 
members here: https://www.elks.org/secure/elksLogin.cfm?dID=30765751&mk=9231702 

FROM THE GRAND SECRETARY 

As of March 31, the Order ended the year with a total 
membership of 729,112 with a significant loss compared 
to last year of 39,814 (-5.17%). As we slowly recover 
from the pandemic, membership remains the principle 
focus. 

Totals from the Annual Charity Reports show the Order 
donated $208,880,238 in time, mileage and in-kind 
gifts.  

Be sure to follow us on Facebook for the 
latest news about your Lodge. Please 
ñlikeò our ñElks Lodge 410ò page. 
You might also like ñELKS Social Media 
Networkò and join the group, ñWisconsin 
Elks Associationò. 
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  P.E.R. ASSOCIATION 

  Chairman Richard Olson 

  Secretary Sherie Sasso 

  Treasurer Lynn Aspinwall 

   ACTIVE MEMBERS 

  Dan Aspinwall 

  William Aspinwall 

  Kristi Barbian 

  Chuck Hoornstra 

  Ed Ledwidge 

  James Mueller 

  LADIES AUXILIARY 

  President LaVerne Schwengel 

  Past President Gloria Simley 

  Vice President Donna Campanelli 

  Secretary Tammy OôBrien 

  Treasurer Helen Duncan 

  BOARD MEMBERS 

  Ann Bailey 

  Carol Rohde 

 

 

Please mail your contribution to: Madison Elks 410,  
711 Jenifer St, Madison, WI 53703 


